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CHOC

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL




Children’s Hospital of Orange County Fundraiser
Saturday, November 3, 2007 at the Balboa Pavilion   
A mini photo summary by Bill Beamish
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Event organizers included Eileen Coe (back row) and Mary Lynn Gaddis (center).  Mary Lynn is married to NHHS alumni Alan Gaddis, Class Officer of 1980.  

Choco bear also paid a visit, but later had to be rushed to the hospital for heat prostration.  He got a little overheated when dancing to HONK tunes.
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The event was emceed by Jeffrey John Bitetti, who also brought along his band to get the crowd warmed up.

His group is named the Jeffrey John Band Unplugged and that night also featured guitarist Ricky Lewis.

Did you know that Jeff was in Boys Glee Club in Ensign Jr. High?
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Jeff gave recognition to his long-time friend, schoolmate, and personal brain surgeon, Dr. Doug Brockmeyer (far left).  

Doug flew his entire family down from Utah for the event!

Beloved classmate, Debbie Beatty Boucher (right) also attended the event.

Dr. Brockmeyer has determined that after years of the hard-rock lifestyle, Jeffrey’s brain now consists of the same general material used to stuff Choco’s head.  Jeff can still jam like a wizard on that old guitar though!
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The fundraising event was also a mini-reunion of sorts.  Many former Newport Harbor High School Alumni were in attendance.  
Dave Clark and Suzanne Oelke Fults from the class of 1978 also attended.  Sorry, single guys, Suzanne is still a happily married poster wife & mom.
For 40-something parents and party animals, aren’t they still a great looking group?
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1978 Classmates Craig Lyons and Rose Gramme were also there to support the cause.   For some reason, Debbie kept showing up in all of my photos.   Debbie and Rose also graciously served as my dancing partners when the band “HONK” got to rockin’.   I apologize if I embarrassed you girls with my quirky, out-of-control dancing style!  I haven’t danced in years!
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HONK, everyone’s favorite home-grown ‘70’s band, was the main event and easily managed to get the crowd rockin’ and rollin’.

In the front row are Richard Stekol, Beth Fitchet Wood, and Craig Buhler.

As usual, Craig was a wild man on his various horns.
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Renowned drummer Tris Imboden kept the beat going all night and when he was through he bestowed his sticks to Doug Brockmeyer’s son, an aspiring drummer himself!

In 1974-75 Honk toured with The Beach Boys, Loggins and Messina, Chicago, Jesse Collin Young, Jackson Browne, and many other popular ‘70’s groups. 

Below is Steve Wood, Honk’s  master keyboardist.
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Most of the alumni who attended Mariners Elementary School will remember 6th Grade Teacher Mrs. Wood.  She is the mother of Honk’s amazing keyboardist, Steve Wood (far right). Steve say’s mom is still doing fine!
Rowdy student Craig Lyons distinctly remembers Mrs. Wood’s old-school techniques in classroom discipline.  
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Debbie just had to show up in one more of my photos.
I think Debbie knew half the people at the event, including all of the NHHS upper-classmen.  OK, Debbie, you win.  I’m jealous!
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I didn’t find my bride that night, but I did get to take home my silent auction winnings- a surf board, a laptop computer, and an unusual “John Wayne gift basket”, complete with spurs, a lasso, and saddle lotion!  OK Bitetti, enough of your quick-witted one-liners!

And a GREAT TIME was had by all!
Thank You ROCK FOR CHOC organizers!

